
 

                                                                      

MARANATHA BAPTIST SEMINARY  
DOCTOR OF MINISTRY  

DPA 804 – Evangelism and Church Planting 
Class Syllabus  

Dr. Bruce McAllister  
September 20-24, 2021 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

A study of the work of the gospel in the New Testament, with instruction and examples of 
preaching and teaching the gospel, growing local churches, challenging churches to discover 
where the needs are greatest around them, and planting new churches in areas of greatest 
need.  
 
This course will focus largely upon the process of planting churches with a heart to effectively 
evangelize the lost and disciple believers.  

 

COURSE TEXTBOOKS: 

Required: 
Clifton, Clint. Church Planting Thresholds. New City Network, 2016.  Purchase the book. It is also 
available as an audio book. 229 pages 
 
McNamara, Roger N. and Ken Davis. The YBH Handbook of Church Planting: A Practical Guide to 
Church Planting. Cleveland:  Baptist Mid-Missions, 2005. Xulon Press. 656 pages. (Considered 
the best book today by the professor on church planting).   
 
McAllister, M. Bruce. Church Planting. Greenville, SC: Bob Jones University, 1995, 2004. This text 
will be sent electronically to students who have enrolled in this course. Property of Bruce 
McAllister. This will form the core of the course notes. 206 pages.  
 
 
Optional: Privett, Michael R., Why On Earth Are There Churches? The Biblical Mission of the 
Local Church. Bloomington, IN: WestBowPress, 2012. 164 pages. This book can count toward the 
800 pages of outside reading and can typically be found on Amazon.  www.michaelprivett.com   
  

http://www.michaelprivett.com/


 

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY OUTCOMES: By the time a student finishes the Doctor of Ministry degree, 
he should be able to demonstrate clearly and biblically the following outcomes. This course will 
focus on the third outcome.  

1. Written Communication. Students will write correctly and cohesively with compelling 

argumentation. 

2. Oral Communication. Students will articulate ideas clearly and dynamically in public 

speaking. 

3. Critical Analysis. Students will evaluate concepts from a biblical worldview with logical 

reasoning and intellectual honesty. 

4. Biblical Interpretation. Students will interpret Scripture using the historical-grammatical 

method with careful attention to the immediate and broad biblical context. 

5. Servant Leadership. Students will apply the principles of biblical servant leadership. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

1. This course will prepare the student to personally plant a church, to lead an established 
church to plant a church, and to teach others how to plant a church.  

2. This course will provide the student with a thorough understanding of church planting 
and development through the first five years. 

3. This course will offer in-depth reading resources and a forum for in-depth discussion 
about the process of church planting with the teacher, students, and guest church 
planters. 

4. This course will require the student to write a dynamic project related to the 
advancement of the gospel through church planting and development. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE and ASSIGNMENTS: 

A Summary of Course Requirements 
 

1. Reading:  
a. Read 2000 pages on church planting. Approximately 1100 pages come from the 

three course textbooks.   
i. Please identify five or more key ideas from each chapter that you believe 

are very important to church planting. In addition, please identify any 
questions or concerns you have about what you are reading.  We will 
discuss these in our class.  Please be prepared to submit these in 
electronic form. Your class participation is important. Five Key Ideas Due 
September 18, 2021.  
 

ii. Please write a one-page single-spaced evaluation of each of the required 
course textbooks. These summaries are due September 18, 2021.  



 

 
b. Read through the book of Acts twice in preparation for writing a biblical theology 

of church planting from Acts and the epistles.  You may count this as 50 pages for 

each time you read Acts. Be looking for how the apostles and others carried out 

the Great Commission through evangelism, discipleship, and church 

planting.  These 100 pages of reading will count toward your 2000 pages of 

required reading. Please record these pages on the Final Reading Report. This 

reading is due November 12, 2021.  

 

c. Read an additional 800 pages of material in books, journals, or online that is 

relevant to church planting, church ministry, and church administration. You may 

include reading on evangelism and discipleship.  You do not necessarily have to 

read full books; partially reading a relevant book or section of a book is 

fine.  Please list each written resource from which you read and write a one-

paragraph summary of what you read including how helpful the reading was to 

you. The point of this reading is to build the tools in your church ministry and 

church planting toolbox. Please put all the summary paragraphs in one 

document. Please list the pages read on the Final Reading Report. The summary 

paragraphs and the pages read are due November 12, 2021.  

 

 

i. Carefully estimate the equivalent of a page of reading online that would 

equal a page of reading in one of our three required textbooks. Provide a 

one paragraph summary of your online reading from each website you 

read from and the estimated number of pages you read. 

 

ii. Please include in your reading a variety of articles, books, or e-books 

available at the following websites: (Take your time browsing these 

websites.) 

 

iii. http://bmmschoolofchurchplanting.org/church-planting-

resources  Baptist Mid-Missions School of Church Planting (these are the 

same people who produced the Y-B-H Handbook of Church Planting, one 

of our textbooks).  These resources reflect a fundamental Baptist 

perspective overall and are well done.  

 

iv. https://store.christianlaw.org/bookstore Christian Law Association. Dr. 

David Gibbs, Jr. Note the resources for church planting and legal issues. 

http://bmmschoolofchurchplanting.org/church-planting-resources
http://bmmschoolofchurchplanting.org/church-planting-resources
https://store.christianlaw.org/bookstore


 

This organization focuses upon serving fundamental Baptist church and 

ministries.  

 

v.   https://store.churchlawandtax.com/ Church Law and Tax Store. This 

reputable church legal and financial agency serves the broader church in 

the USA. Become familiar with these exceptional resources.  

 

vi. You may also read from various church planting training and church 

planting networks websites.  Please read with much discernment.   

 
2. Prepare a major course project on church planting drawing upon the course textbooks, 

class discussions, websites, and interviews. See below. Due December 3, 2021. A student 
may want to review other projects early in the posting process to help improve weak 
areas of their own project. A student may not plagiarize another student’s work but may 
benefit from areas of excellence that are reflected in another student’s Church Planting 
Portfolio. 
 

3. Make final adjustments or improvements to the Church Planting Course project and 
upload the updated project updated Project Due by December 13th.  
 

4. Post your Course project on the Discussion Forum for students in the class to evaluate. 
Each student must evaluate at least two projects and reply by December 17th, 2021.  
 
 

Church Planting Course Project  
 
 Prepare a highly professional, single-spaced prospectus for the planting and 
development of a new church. Use 12-point font. The length of this project should be 20-25 
pages. The project should be visually attractive for presenting to a mother church, a church 
planting agency, and prospective donors.  Writing style should be crisp, clear, and compelling. 
Write in active voice. Demonstrate that you have assimilated much from the required course 
reading and classroom instruction and discussion.   Design your pagination to keep each major 
item to one to two pages.  Start each new item with a bold heading at the top of a new page. 
You do not need to include footnotes. Refer to resources sparingly unless you directly quote. 
When directly quoting, providing a reference in parenthesis to the author and page number is 
sufficient (e.g., McNamara, p. 238). This project will be graded using the grading scale on the 
Church Planting Course Project Rubric which is project specific.  
 
 
Include the following in your project: 
 

https://store.churchlawandtax.com/


 

1. A biblical theology for planting local church from Acts and the epistles including biblical 
support for evangelism and discipleship.  Convince the reader that church planting is 
essential to fulfilling the Great Commission.   

2. Your mission and vision statement for the new church in no more than one page.  
Describe the essence of biblical local church ministry in clear and understandable terms.  
This should be derived from your biblical theology of a what a local church is to be. But it 
is not meant to be a overflowing with Bible verse references.   

3. Description of the town, city, suburb, or rural area and why you believe a church 
should be started there.  (2 pages is acceptable) Include demographic information and 
an analysis of the other types of churches and denominations already present in the 
community. You may use or adapt the city map profile as a basis for this section. 

4. Personal profile of yourself and your wife and children (if you wish) explaining your 
gifts, interests, and burden for this area. (1-2 pages) Describe how the Lord has prepared 
you for this effort. If you do not view yourself as the lead church planter/pastor, then 
describe how you all can serve as part of the church planting team.  This section could be 
similar to a resume and biographical profile combined.  See 
https://gfamissionsjobs.org/blog/1098/writing-a-ministry-resume-and-biographical-
profile  

5. Church planting model or combination of models that you will use in your church plant.   
Include discussion of your financial support plan for your family and any possible team 
members.  Provide a simple budget for the full-time church planter’s family. Discuss your 
pre-planting fundraising plans. Explain how other members of the team will be 
supported or support themselves.   

6. Timetable for the first three years of church planting. Give the order and approximate 
timeframe that you have in mind for accomplishing the major goals. 

7. Church budget and business procedures.  Describe how you will collect offerings, count 
offerings, who will handle both receipts, disbursements, and bookkeeping.  Describe 
your internal controls and what software you may use with your church finances. Provide 
a simple church budget for the first year (rental, salary, etc.). 

8. Church constitution and government.  Summarize your church’s doctrinal statement, 
church covenant, church polity, key officers, and other aspects to be covered in your 
constitution.  There is no need to develop or include an actual church constitution.  If 
there is a church constitution that you plan to use or adapt you may note the name of 
the church and city/state of its origin. Explain how church decisions will be made during 
the first year of operation.  

9. Plan for community evangelism and church discipleship. Set forth your plan to make the 
community aware of your new church.  Explain your short term and long-term plans for 
community outreach, relationship development, personal evangelism and discipleship 
methods, and biblical counseling.  Note what type of literature you will use and how 
technology plays into your strategy.   Describe how you will follow up on those visiting 
your church services. 

10. Worship Services. Describe your approach to and goals for your Sunday morning service 
and other services or small group fellowship meetings you plan to have each week.  
Provide a simple order of service for Sunday morning and the type of music you will use 

https://gfamissionsjobs.org/blog/1098/writing-a-ministry-resume-and-biographical-profile
https://gfamissionsjobs.org/blog/1098/writing-a-ministry-resume-and-biographical-profile


 

including instrumentation.   Include how a sample time schedule of Sunday morning 
activities from the time of arrival through leaving the building.  If you are starting with a 
limited number of services, then explain how you plan to expand the number of services 
over time.  Include your church educational program and nursery plans. 

11. Preaching approach and plan.  Explain your method(s) and style of preaching and 
teaching in the services of the new church. List the books of the Bible and topics that you 
envision preaching on in the first year of church planting.  Briefly describe why you are 
choosing this approach and plan.  

12. Your personal weekly schedule as a church planter.  Lay out your weekly schedule of 
seven twenty-four-hour days.  This schedule should reflect the early months of church 
planting ministry as you seek to reach out to the community, prepare to lead services 
and preach and teach, engage in personal ministry and fellowship with people are who 
attending the new church, serve your wife and children, and find sufficient rest and 
exercise for productive life and ministry.   Total the number of hours in each category for 
the week. Comment upon your plans for vacations or brief getaways during the first year 
of ministry.  

13. Application of this project and church planting course to your current ministry.  Write a 
two-page summary of how the things you have learned by doing this project and taking 
this course can immediately apply to your current ministry.  Note areas of additional 
understanding and expertise you would like to personally pursue through exposure to 
concepts or resources from this course.  

14. One-page summary of your vision for planting this new church.  Since you have now 
written the details of your church planting plans you should now summarize your plans 
in one-page for use in mailings or as a handout.  The wording could be the basis on a 
three-to-five minute verbal summary in churches or in conversation.  
Be clear and convincing about the need and potential for this church plant and how you 

believe that God has called, gifted and prepared you and your wife to plant this church.   

15. One-page summary of how you would teach someone else to plant a church. 
Describe how you as an experienced church planter and pastor would transfer your 

church planting vision to others.  What resources would you direct them toward?  

How would you envision instructing them?  What experiences would you direct them 

toward?  What would convince you that they are ready to plant their own church?  

 
 
COURSE CALENDAR: 
 

Read required textbooks as pre-course work  August 23-September 19 
Textbook Reading Summaries Due Sept. 18, 2021 
Textbook Five Key Ideas per Chapter  Due September 18, 2021 
Reading- Acts 2x, 800 pages  Due November 12, 2021 
800-page reading paragraph summaries in one document Due November 12, 2021 
Initial Church Planting Project & Post Due December 3, 2021 
Final Church Planting Project  Due December 13, 2021 



 

Church Planting Project Evaluations  Due December 17, 2021  
Final Reading Report form with ALL reading pages listed Due December 17, 2021 

 
GRADING: 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

ADA POLICY: 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 
comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, the law 
requires that all students with disabilities be given a learning environment that provides for 
reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring an 
accommodation, please contact the Academic Success Program Director, in the Library, (ph. 
920/206-2340) or email academicsuccess@mbu.edu . 

Reading (2000+ pages) (800 pg. Paragraph Summaries)  15% 

Textbook Reports and Summaries 10% 

Class Participation 5% 

Initial Church Planting Project 25% 

Final Church Planting Project 40% 
Post-Class CP Project Evaluations 5% 

 

GRADING 
SCALE 

NG 
LLE 

94-100 A 
92-93 A- 
90-91 B+ 
85-89 B 
83-84 B- 
81-82 C+ 

75-80 C 
73-74 C- 
64-72 D 
0-63 F 

 

mailto:academicsuccess@mbu.edu


 

 
ACADEMIC SUCCESS CENTER: 

One source for academic help in any course is the Academic Success Center. If you require 
specific targeted academic help for any reason contact the Academic Success Center located in 
the Cedarholm Library. If you would like more information regarding targeted academic help, 
please contact the Academic Success Center director at academicsuccess@mbu.edu. 
CONTACTS: 

PROFESSOR: 
Dr. Bruce McAllister 
Phone: 864-640-1395 
E-mail:bruce.mcallister@mbu.edu 

ONLINE OFFICE:920-206-2323  
Email: online@mbu.edu 

IT SUPPORT 
920-206-2322 
There is a link on my.mbu.edu to email IT Support (support@mbu.edu_) 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Please see the SPECS page (https://www.mbu.edu/specs/) for computer information. Most 
newer computers will work for taking classes in the Seminary. Please make sure that if you 
are a virtual student you have both a working microphone and camera in or with your 
computer. Please also have a good set of headphones to use while in class. This helps 
eliminate feedback. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:academicsuccess@mbu.edu
mailto:online@mbu.edu
mailto:support@mbu.edu_
https://www.mbu.edu/specs/


 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Please see Church Planting Bibliography in Appendix A for Dr. Ken Davis’s recommended titles 
(used by permission).  
 
Also see https://gfamissionsjobs.org/churches    15 articles by Dr. McAllister can be found under 

the link “Helps” or “Helps for Churches and Candidates.”  
 
Also see Candidates · GFA Church Staffing (gfamissionsjobs.org) and look for the “Resources” 

category for books and websites. Students can read up to 100 pages from these 
resources for credit toward the 800 additional pages of reading.  Church planters, 
pastors, and church leadership often overlook the importance of envisioning the day 
when pastoral leadership could change.  These valuable resources are designed to help 
churches and candidates during transitions.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://gfamissionsjobs.org/churches
https://gfamissionsjobs.org/candidates


 

 
 
 
 
Appendix A - Used by Permission 
 

CHURCH PLANTING BIBLIOGRAPHY 
RECOMMENDED TITLES—UPDATED APRIL 2021 

 
Compiled by Dr. Ken Davis kenldavis48@gmail.com 
 

❖ Top North American Texts 

 Top Overseas/ Cross Cultural Texts 

◘ Best Parenting Daughter Church Resources 

 

Addison, Steve. Movements That Change the World. Smyrna, DE: Missional Press, 2009.  

____________. Pioneering Movements: Leadership That Multiplies Disciples & Churches. 

Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2015 

Allen, Roland. Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s or Ours? Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 1962 [=1927]. 

Andrews, Brett & Dale Spaulding. Launch Strong: A Planning Guide for Becoming a Multiplying 

Church. Exponential, 2016. 

Arment, Ben. Church in the Making: What Makes or Breaks a New Church Before it Starts. Nashville, 

TN: B & H Publishing,  2010.  

❖ Becker, Paul, Jim Carpentar & Mark Williams. The New Dynamic Church Planting Handbook. 

Vista, CA: Dynamic Church Planting International, 1992.                     (Order online at 

www.dcpi.org or call 800.355.0431)  

◘  Becker, Paul and Mark Williams. The Dynamic Daughter Church Planting Handbook. 

Escondido, CA: DCPI, 1999. (Call 800.355.0431 or order at wwwdcpi.org ) 

Benesh: Sean. Metrospiritual: The Geography of Church Planting. Resource Publications, 2011.  

❖ Bennardo, Tom. The Honest Guide to Church Planting: What No One Ever Tells You About 

Planting and Leading a New Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Reflective, 2019. 

___________. The Multi-Nucleated Church: Towards a Theoretical Framework for Church 

Planting in High Density Cities. Portland, OR: Urban Loft Publishers, 2012. 

Bevins, Winfred. Plant: A Sower’s Guide to Church Planting. Franklin, TN: Seedbed Publishing, 

2016. 

_____________. Marks of a Movement: What the Church Today Can Learn From the Wesleyan 

Revival. Grand Rapids, MI: Zonder 

Beynon, Graham. Planting for the Gospel: A Hands-on Guide to Church Planting. Christian 

http://www.dcpi.org/


 

Focus, 2011. 

Bigelow, Marcus and Bobby Harrington. Together: Networks and Church Planting. Self-

published, 2011.  

Bergquist, Linda and Michael D. Crane.  City Shaped Churches: Planting Churches in the 

Global Era. Skyforest, CA: Urban Loft Publishers, 2018. 

❖ Bloye, Brian and Amy. It’s Personal: Surviving and Thriving on the Journey of Church 

Planting. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,  2012.  

Branson, Mark Lau & Nicholas Warnes. Starting Missional Churches. Downers Grove, IL: 

IVP Books, 2014. 

Breen, Mike & Alex Absalom. Launching Missional Communities. Sheriar Press, 2010. 

Brock, Charles. Indigenous Church Planting. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1981.  

Calvert, Bud. God’s Passion: A Manual on Church Planting for World Evangelism. Lancaster, 

CA: Striving Together Publications, 2010. 
 

Chaney, Charles L. Church Planting at the End of the Twentieth Century. Wheaton: Tyndale 

House, 1991. 
 

❖ Christopherson, Jeff. Kingdom First: Starting Churches That Shape Movements. Nashville, 

TN: B & H Publishing, 2015. 

❖ Clifton, Clint. Church Planting Thresholds: A Gospel-Centered Guide. Lulu Publishing 

Services/ New City Network, 2016. www.newcityplanting.org (highly recommended) 

_____________. Church Planting Primer. Why New Churches are Needed and How They are 

Started. New City Network, 2017. www.newcityplanting.org  

Clifton, Mark. Reclaiming Glory: Revitalizing Dying Churches. Nashville, TN; B&H, 2016. 

Cole, Neil. Organic Church: Growing Faith Where Life Happens. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-

Bass, 2005.  

Collins, Travis. Fresh Expressions of Church. Franklin, TN: Seedbed Pub, 2015. 

❖ Comiskey, Joel. Planting Churches that Reproduce.  Moreno Valley, CA: CCS Publishing, 

2009. [cell church planting] 

Comiskey, Joel.  The Church That Multiplies-Growing a Healthy Cell Church in North America.  

Moreno Valley, CA: CCS Publishing, 2005. [cell church planting]  

Conn, Harvie. Planting and Growing Urban Churches: From Dream to Reality. Grand Rapids: 

Baker Book House, 1997. 

❖ Cooper, Michael T. Ephesiology: A Study of the Ephesian Movement. Littleton, CO: William 

Carey Publishing, 2020. 

Crandall, Jason. Proliferate: A Church Planting Strategy for Everyday Churches. Houston: Lucid 

Books, 2017. 

Crider, Caleb, Larry Mcrary, Rodney Calfee & Wade Stephens. Tradecraft. Portland, OR: Urban 

http://www.newcityplanting.org/
http://www.newcityplanting.org/


 

Loft Publishers, 2013. 

Dale, Felicity. Getting Started: A Practical Guide to House Church Planting. Woodland Park, 

CO: Karis, 2003.  

DeVine, Mark & Darrin Patrick. Replant: How A Dying Church Can Grow Again. Colorado 

Springs, CO: David C. Cook Distribution, 2014. 
 

❖ DeYmaz, Mark. Building a Healthy Multi-ethnic Church: Mandate, Commitment, and 

Practices of a Diverse Congregation. San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass, 2007. 
 

DeYmaz, Mark and Harry Li. Leading a Healthy Multi-ethnic Church: Seven Common 

Challenges and How to Overcome Them.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010. 

DeYmaz, Mark and Harry Li. The Coming Revolution in Church Economics: Why Tithes and 

Offerings Are No Longer Enough and What We Can Do About It. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Baker Books, 2019.  
 

 Dixon, Roger L. & Jan B. Dixon. Cross-Cultural Church Planting for Probies. Create Space 

Independent Publishing, 2014. 
 

Faircloth, Samuel D. Church Planting for Reproduction. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1991. 

◘ Ferguson, Dave and Jon Ferguson. Exponential: How You and Your Friends Can Start a 

Missional Church Movement. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010.  

Fox, J. Mark. Planting a Family-Integrated Church. Xulon Press,  2008.  

❖ Fretwell, Matthew. Church Planting By Making Disciple-Makers. Castlerock, Northern 

Ireland: Timeless Publications, 2020.  

Galloway, Dale and Warren Bird. Starting a New Church: How to Plant a High-Impact 

Congregation (with DVD). Kansas City: Beacon Hill, 2003. 

  Garrison, David. Church Planting Movements. Richmond, VA: International Mission Board, 

SBC, 2000. (For free copy, call 800.866.3621, or see www.resourcesimb.org.) 

_____. Church Planting Movements: How God is Redeeming a Lost World. Midlothian, VA: 

WIGTake Resources, 2004. 

Gentry, McColm.  The Inner Life of the Church Planter: Getting to the Heart of God-centered 

Leadership.  St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart Resources, 2012. 

Gray, Stephen. Planting Fast-growing Churches. St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart, 2008.  

Gray, Stephen and Barry Smith. Full Disclosure: Church Planting Blind Spots. St. Charles, IL: 

ChurchSmart, 2009.  

◘ Greear, J.D. Gaining by Losing: Why the Future Belongs to Churches That Send. Grand 

Rapids, Zondervan, 2015. 

❖ Griffith, Jim/ Easum, Bill. Ten Most Common Mistakes Made by New Church Starts. Chalice 

Press, St. Louis, MO, 2008. 

Halter, Hugh. A Modern Day Guide for Bi-Vocational Saints. Littleton, CO: Missio Publishing, 

2013. 

◘  Harrison, Rodney, Tom Cheyney and Don Overstreet. Spin-Off Churches: How One Church 

http://www.resourcesimb.org/


 

Successfully Plants Another. Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2008.  

  Hesselgrave, David J. Planting Churches Cross-Culturally Second Edition. Grand Rapids: 

Baker Book House, 2000. 

  Hiebert, Paul G. and Eloise Hiebert Meneses. Incarnational Ministry: Planting Churches in 

Band, Tribal, Peasant, and Urban Societies. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1995. 

Hirsch, Alan. The Forgotten Ways. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2006. 

Hodges, Melvin L. The Indigenous Church. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing, 1976. 

Hood, Pat. The Sending Church: The Church Must Leave the Building.  Nashville: B&H, 2013. 

House, Brad & Gregg Allison. MultiChurch. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2017. 

◘ Ingebretson, Ben. Multiplication Moves. Grand Rapids: Faith Alive Resources, 2012. 

◘  Ingebretson, Ben and Tom Nebel. Parent Church Landmines: Ten Mistakes a Multiplying 

Church Should Avoid. St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart Resources, 2010. 

Jackson, J. David, ed. PlantLife: Principles and Practices in Church Planting.  Smyrna, DE: 

Missional Press, 2008. 

◘ Jackson, John. High Impact Church Planting. Minden, NV: VisionQuest Ministries, 2004 

Jones, Tom, ed. Church Planting From the Ground Up. Joplin, MO: College Press Publishing 

 Co., 2004. 

❖ Jones, Peyton. Church Plantology: The Art and Science of Planting Churches. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan Reflective, 2021 

❖ Johnson, Tom & Mike Perkinson. The Kingdom Quest: Preparing to Church Plant in the Post-

Christian West. St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart, 2007. 

Jordan, Trinity. Jesus Never Said to Plant Churches: And 12 More Things They Never Told Me 

About Church Planting. Springfield, MO: Influence Resources, 2012. 
 

Keller, Timothy J. Center Church: Doing Balanced, Gospel-Centered Ministry in Your City. 

 Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012.  
 

Keller, Timothy R. and J. Allen Thompson. Church Planter Manual. New York, NY: Redeemer 

Church Planting Center, 2002. [large city church planting]  

Kreider, Larry and Floyd McClung. Starting a House Church: a New Model for Living Out 

Your Faith. Ventura,  CA: Regal Books, 2007. 

Kruse, Matthew. What Church Can Be: An Optimistic Vision. Xulon Press, 2020. 

❖  Logan, Robert E. and Steven L. Ogne. The Church Planter’s Tool Kit: A Self-Study Resource 

Kit. St Charles, IL: ChurchSmart Resources, 1991. Two volume set (with  12 CD’s) Order 

800-253-4276 or @ www.churchsmart.com 

Logan, Robert and Jeff Rast. Church Planter’s Checklist. Pasadena, CA: Charles E. Fuller 

Institute for Evangelism and Church Growth. 
 

◘  Logan, Robert E.  Be Fruitful and Multiply: Embracing God’s Heart for Church  

http://www.churchsmart.com/


 

 Multiplication. St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart Resources, 2006.  

Logan, Robert and Jeannette Buller. Cell Church Planter’s Guide. Carol Stream, IL: 

ChurchSmart Resources, 2001. 

 Love, Rick. Muslims, Magic and the Kingdom of God: Church Planting Among Folk Muslims. 

Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 2000. 

Mannoia, Kevin. Church Planting: The Next Generation. Indianapolis, IN: Light and Life 

Communications, 1994.  

❖ Malphurs, Aubrey. Nuts and Bolts of Church Planting: A Guide for Starting Any Kind of 

Church. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2011. Highly recommend.                                                                   

❖  Malphurs, Aubrey. Planting Growing Churches for the 21st Century: A Comprehensive Guide 

for New Churches and Those Desiring Renewal. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992. 
 

McKinley, Mike. Church Planting Is For Wimps: How God Uses Messed-up People to Plant 

Ordinary Churches That Do Extraordinary Things. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010.  

McConnell, Mez & Mike McKinley. Church in Hard Places: How the Local Brings Life to                  

the Poor and Needy.  Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016. 

McNamara, Roger N. A Practical Guide to Church Planting. Cleveland, OH: Baptist Mid-

Missions, 1986. 

❖  McNamara, Roger N. and Ken Davis. The Y-B-H (Yes, But How) Handbook of Church 

Planting: A Practical Guide to Church Planting. Xulon Press: 2005.                                

Order from: www.amazon.com or www.xulonpress.com.  

Miller, Robert B.  A Legacy of Church Planting: Passing Truth from One Generation to the 

Next.  Bloomington, IN: CrossBooks, 2009. 

◘  Moore, Ralph. How to Multiply Your Church: The Most Effective Way to Grow. Ventura, CA: 

Regal Books, 2009.  

❖ Moore, Ralph. Starting a New Church: The Church Planter’s Guide to Success. Ventura, CA: 

Regal Books, 2002. 

❖ Morey, Tim. Planting a Church Without Losing Your Soul: Nine Questions for the Spiritually 

Formed Pastor. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2020 

Murray, Stuart. Church Planting: Laying Foundations. Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 2001. 

❖ Murray, Stuart. Church Planting in the 21st Century: Those Who Want Fresh Perspectives and 

New Ideas for Creating Congregations. Scottsdale, PA: Herald Press, 2010.  

Nebel, Tom. Big Dreams in Small Places: Church Planting in Smaller Communities. St. Charles, 

IL: Church Smart Resources, 2002. 

❖ Nebel, Tom and Gary Rohrmayer. Church Planting Landmines: Mistakes to Avoid in Years 2 

through 10. St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart, 2005. 

 

Nebel, Tom and Steve Pike. Leading Church Multiplication: Locally, Regionally and Nationally. 

St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart, 2014.                                                                                                                                                            

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.xulonpress.com/
http://www.churchsmart.com/ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=LCM


 

Neighbor, Ralph. Where Do We Go from Here? A Guide for the Cell Group Church. Houston: 

Touch Publications, 1990. 

Nevius, John L. Planting and Developing Missionary Churches. Nutley, NJ: Presbyterian & 

Reformed, 1958 (=1899). 

 Nichols, Laurie F., A. Scott Moreau, & Gary R Corwin, eds. Extending God’s Kingdom: 

Church Planting Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow. Wheaton,  IL: EMIS, 2011. 

Ortiz, Manuel. One New People: Models for Developing a Multiethnic Church. Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 

  Ott, Craig and Gene Wilson. Global Church Planting. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011. 

(highly recommended for international planting) 

  Paas, Stefan. Church Planting in the Secular West: Learning from the European Experience. 

Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B Eerdmans Publishing, 2016. 

❖ Patrick, Darrin. Church Planter: The Man, the Message, the Mission. Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Books, 2010.  

  Patterson, George. Church Multiplication Guide. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 

 1993. 

Payne, J. D. The Barnabas Factor: Eight Essential Practices of Church Planting Team Members. 

Smyrna, DE: Missional Press, 2008.  
 

  Payne, J. D. Discovering Church Planting: An Introduction to the What’s, Why’s, and How’s 

of Global Church Planting. Waynesboro, GA: Paternoster, 2009. 
 

❖   Payne, J.  D. Apostolic Church Planting: Birthing New Churches from New 

Believers.  Downer’s Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2015.    
 

❖ Pike, Steve. Next Wave: Discovering the 21st Century Church. St Charles, MO: ArtSpeak 

Creative, 2020.  
    

❖  Powell, Neil and John James. Together for the City: How Collaborative Church Planting 

Leads to Citywide Movements. Downers Grove, IL: 2019                                                                           

Rainer, Thom S. & Eric Geiger. Simple Church: Returning to God’s Process for Making 

 Disciples. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2006.  

Rainey, Joel. Planting Churches in the Real World. Missional Press, 2009.  

◘ Roberts, Bob. The Multiplying Church: The New Math for Starting New Churches. Grand    

Rapids: Zondervan, 2008.  

Rogers, Glenn. North American Cross-cultural Church Planting. Mission and Ministry 

Resources, 2008.  

❖ Rohrmayer, Gary. First Steps for Planting a Missional Church.  Your Journey Resources 

 (order from: www.yourjourney.org).  

Rohrmayer, Gary. Next Steps for Leading a Missional Church.  St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart 

Resources, 2007. (order: wwwChurchSmart.com or www.yourjourney.org).  

Romo, Oscar I. American Mosaic: Church Planting in Ethnic America. Nashville: Broadman, 



 

https://www.9marks.org/article/benefits-and-negatives-of-a-long-term-

pastorate/?utm_source=eml-article&utm_medium=eml-article&utm_campaign=eml-

article1993. 

Sanchez, Daniel R., Ebbie C. Smith, and Curtis E. Watke. Starting Reproducing Congregations: 

A Guidebook for Contextual New Church Development. Cumming, GA: Church Starting 

Network, 2001. (Order @ churchstarting.net)  

Schaller, Lyle E. 44 Questions for Church Planters. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1991. 

❖  Searcy, Nelson and Kerrick Thomas. Launch: Starting a New Church From Scratch. Ventura, 

CA: Regal Books, 2006.  

Sensi, Dino. Sending Well: A Field Guide to Great Church Planter Coaching. Nashville, TN: 

B&H Publishing, 2017.  

Shenk, David W. & Ervi Stutzman. Creating Communities of the Kingdom. Scottdale, PA: Herald 

Press, 1988. 

Simson, Wolfgang. Houses That Change the World: The Return of the House Churches. 

Waynesboro, GA: OM Publishing, 1998.   

  Sinclair, Daniel. A Vision for the Possible: Pioneer Church Planting in Teams. Waynesboro, 

GA: Authentic Books, 2006.  

Sjogren, Steve and Rob Lewin. Community of Kindness: A Relational Approach to Planting and 

Growing a Church. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2003.  

  Steffen, Tom A. Passing the Baton: Church Planting that Empowers. LaHabra, CA: Center 

for Organizational & Ministry Development, 1997.       

  ____________. 2011. The Facilitator Era: Beyond Pioneer Church Multiplication.                      

Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2011.     

 ❖  Stetzer, Ed & Daniel Im. Planting Missional Churches: Planting a Church That’s Biblically 

Sound and Reaching People in Culture. 2nd ed. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 

2016. (highly recommended) 

❖ Stetzer, Ed and Warren Bird. Viral Churches: Helping Church Planters Become Movement 

Makers. San Francisco, Jossey-Bass, 2010.  

◘  Stevenson, Phil. The Ripple Church: Multiply Your Ministry by Parenting New Churches. 

Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House, 2004. 

◘  ____________.  Becoming a Ripple Church: Why and How to Plant New Congregations. 

Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House, 2013 

Stroud, David. Planting Churches—Changing Communities: A Hands On Guide to Successful 

Church Planting. Colorado Springs, CO: Authentic, 2009 

Suárez, Gustavo V. Connections: Linking People and Principles for Dynamic Church 

Multiplication. Friendswood, TX: Baxter Press, 2004. 

Sylvia, Ron. Starting High Definition Churches. Ocala, FL: High Definition Resources, 2004. 

❖ Sylvia, Ron. Starting New Churches on Purpose: Strategies for the 21st Century. Lake Forest, 

CA: Purpose Driven Publishing, 2006.  



 

❖ Tang, Len and Charles E. Cotherman, ed. Sent to Flourish: A Guide to Planting and 

Multiplying Churches. Downers  Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2019.  

❖ Teja, Gary and John Wagenveld, ed. Planting Healthy Churches. Sauk Village, IL: 

Multiplication Network Ministries, 2015. Spanish version available.  

Timmis, Stephen, ed. Multiplying Churches: Reaching Communities through Church Planting. 

Fearn, Ross-shire, UK: Christian Focus Publications, 2000.  

Towns, Elmer L. Getting a Church Started. Lynchburg, VA: Church Growth Institute, 1985. 
 

◘  Towns, Elmer and Douglas Porter. Churches That Multiply.  Kansas City, MO: Beacon Hill 

Press, 2003. 

 

Van Gelder, Craig. The Essence of the Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2000. 
 

Viola, Frank. Finding Organic Church: A Comprehensive Guide to Starting and Sustaining 

Authentic Christian Communities. Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2009. [house 

churches]  

Wagner, Peter C. Church Planting for a Greater Harvest. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1990. 

Warren, Rick. The Purpose Driven Church: Growth without Compromising Your Message or 

Mission.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 

◘ Webb, Tony. Raising Rabbits, Not Elephants. Winona Lake, IN: BMH Books, 2013. 

Werning, Waldo J. The Seed-Planting Church: Nurturing Churches to Health. St. Charles, IL: 

ChurchSmart Resources, 2003. 

◘ Wilson, Todd. Spark: Igniting a Culture of Multiplication. Exponential, 2014. 

____________. Multipliers: Leading Beyond Addition. Exponential Series Resources, 2017 

◘ Wilson, Todd & Dave Ferguson. Becoming a Level 5ive Multiplying Church. Exponential, 

2015. 

 Zdero, Rad. The Global House Church Movement. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 2004. 

 
 

 

 


