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To know God and to make Him known is a high and noble calling. This course will introduce the
student to the study of systematic theology, its relationship to biblical theology, exegesis, historical
theology and practical theology. Because it is a required initial class in all of Maranatha’s masters
programs, this course will also introduce Seminary students to the research and writing expectations
of Maranatha Baptist Seminary, to aid them in the writing and formatting of formal research papers,
and to introduce them to basic research tools.
COURSE TEXTBOOKS:
Required:
Millard Erickson. Christian Theology, 3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2013. This will be used in
all of your Systematic Theology courses; it is expensive, but go ahead and buy a copy. You
will use it in two more or four more classes, depending on your program.
Renald Showers. There Really is a Difference. Bellmawr, NJ: The Friends of Israel, 1990. You
must read Showers, if you have never read his work. If you have read it previously, you are
not required to read it for this class.
Nancy Jean Vyhmeister. Quality Research Papers, 4th ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2020. We
will work through only some of the chapters of this book. You need to purchase this small
work. It will be invaluable for you during your Seminary career. Be sure you get the 4th
edition; there has been a problem with our textbook supplier sending the wrong edition.
Reference:
Kate Turabian, Wayne Booth, et. al. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and
Dissertations, Ninth Edition: Chicago Style for Students and Researchers. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2018. This is for reference only. Turabian is the gold standard
for theological research papers. If you follow Vyhmeister and the Maranatha Guides, you
will not need a personal copy of Turabian until you begin work on a doctoral degree. Your
local library should have a copy for reference, if you need one.
MBU Institutional Outcomes supported by this course:
1. Written Communication. Students will write correctly and cohesively with compelling
argumentation.
2. Critical Thinking. Students will apply a framework for logical decision-making in
various contexts.
3. Biblical Knowledge. Students will acquire skills related to biblical study methods,
interpretation, and doctrine.

4. Biblical World View. students will articulate a world view that will tie all fields of study
to the Scriptures “to the praise of His glory.”

COURSE GOALS. By the end of this class:
1. You will have a better understanding of the concept of Systematic Theology.
2. You will develop a basic comprehension of the relationship of Systematic Theology to
other biblical disciplines.
3. You will understand the questions raised concerning doing theology and to be able to
formulate answers based on biblical truth.
4. You will have a basic understanding of the relationship historically between philosophy
and theology.
5. You will learn how to do theological research, what tools are available and how they can
be used.
6. You will learn the basics concerning how to research and write a good research paper.
7. You will learn how to use the Maranatha template for research papers.
ASSIGNMENTS
1. Weekly readings from Nancy Vyhmeister, Quality Research Papers, with an assessment
to determine comprehension.
2. Weekly readings from Millard Erickson, Christian Theology and related course notes
from the professor. This material will be assessed via the discussion forum.
3. Read the prolegomena from one of the books in the bibliography. Write a 5-page summary
of the prolegomena, especially the approach given and the impact the writer’s
prolegomena has on his theology. Check your choice of theologians with the instructor.
You will present your summary to the rest of the class.
a. Use the Paper Template - No Title Page. Be sure to follow Vyhmeister and the
Sample Paper for correct formatting. Include a bibliography (even though it
may only contain one entry).
b. The summary should include four key elements. 1) An overall summary of the
author’s prolegomena, with a focus on the author’s presuppositions. 2) The
strengths of his prolegomena. 3) The weaknesses of his prolegomena. 4) Your
evaluation of the author’s prolegomena in terms of theological accuracy,
usefulness to the reader, and an appropriate balance between biblical and
philosophic arguments. When you comment on others’ summaries, be sure to
include references to these four key points.
c. I understand that for many of you this is a brand new endeavor and evaluating
a scholarly work may seem intimidating. Just look at the work from your own
perspective and respond honestly.
d. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is treating another’s language or
thought as one’s own original work. Plagiarized papers will be required to be
rewritten, but the late penalty will still be in effect.
e. Do not hand in a paper from another course or one that has been revised from
another course. Do not even attempt to hand in work done by another student.

4. Write a devotional on a topic of your choice. Specific information is given in the
Devotional Template in the Research Module.
5. The final exam will be taken at the completion of the course. It is open book and open
notes; it is focused on the Prolegomena section of the course, not on the research and
writing section.
GRADING
Vyhmeister Assessment
Reading
Class Discussion
Prolegomena Summary
Devotional
Final Exam

15%
10%
20%
20%
10%
25%

GRADING SCALE
94-100
A
92-93
A90-91
B+
85-89
B
83-84
B81-82
C+
75-80
C
73-74
C64-72
D
0-63
F

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS
Every student will need a web browser to interact with MyMaranatha in order to complete
their coursework. The most important aspects of the web browser you use are the type of
browser and the version of the browser. As you begin classes make sure your browser is
the most up to date version. You can contact IT support at 920-206-2322 or send an email to
support@mbu.edu to obtain help in updating your browser.
A current version of the following Internet Browser types is fully supported:
•

Google Chrome (recommended)

•

Internet Explorer

•

Mozilla Firefox

•

Microsoft Edge

What about using a tablet or phone to interact with MyMaranatha?
My Maranatha can be accessed via a tablet or phone but not every feature has been
designed to interact with a phone or tablet. Taking an exam or a quiz must be
done on a laptop or computer as this function is not fully supported on a
tablet at this time.
You may use a PC (Windows XP or higher) or Mac (10.3 or higher). (Basically, if your
computer is less than three years old, you’ll probably be fine.) Webcams and webcam
software are optional. You are encouraged to have the latest version of virus protection
software installed (i.e. MacAfee Virus Protection, OneCare).
Office 360 is recommended; you can get a student version through IT at Maranatha. Go
to my.mbu.edu, login, go to the Quick Links box on the lower left, and click the IT and
Online Support link.
ACADEMIC SUCCESS CENTER
One source for academic help in any course is the Academic Success Center. If you require
specific targeted academic help for any reason contact the Academic Success Center located
in the Cedarholm Library. You can contact the Academic Success Center director at
academicsuccess@mbu.edu.
THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that
provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other
things, the law requires that all students with disabilities be given a learning environment that
provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a
disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Academic Success Center director
at academicsuccess@mbu.edu.

CONTACTS
PROFESSOR:
Dr. Larry R. Oats
Office: 920-206-2324
E-mail: Oats@mbu.edu I check my email daily.

ONLINE OFFICE:
920-206-2323
Email: online@mbu.edu
IT SUPPORT
920-206-2322
There is a link on my.mbu.edu to email IT Support. Otherwise, email support@mbu.edu.
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Week

Monday

Wednesday

Friday

Oct 25

Module 1 Begins
Read the Course Syllabus

Orientation
Introductions

Vyhmeister Chap 1
Module 2 is open

Nov 1

Module 2 Begins
Read Erickson, Chapter 1
Read Lesson 1 Notes

Module 2 Reading Report
Vyhmeister Chaps 3, 4
Discussion Forum Initial
Answer

Discussion Forum
Response
Module 3 is open

Nov 8

Module 3 Begins
Read Erickson, Chapter 2
Read Lesson 2 Notes

Nov 15

Module 4 Begins
Read Erickson, Chapter 3
Read Lesson 3 Notes

Module 3 Reading Report
Vyhmeister Chapters 11,
12
Discussion Forum Initial
Answer
Module 4 Reading Report
Vyhmeister Chaps 13, 14
Discussion Forum Initial
Answer
Choose theologian for
Prolegomena Summary
Choose Devotional Topic

Discussion Forum
Response
Module 4 is open

Discussion Forum
Response
Module 5 is open

Nov 22

Module 5 Begins

Module 5 Reading Report
Vyhmeister Chapter 15
Discussion Forum Initial
Answer

Nov 29

Module 6 Begins
Read Erickson, Chapter 4

Module 6 Reading Report
Vyhmeister Chaps 16, 17
Submit your Devotional
Rough Draft

Respond to the
Devotionals of Fellow
Students
Module 7 is open

Dec 6

Module 7 Begins
Read Erickson, Chapter 5

Module 7 Reading Report
Research Paper Videos
Vyhmeister Chaps 18, 19
Discussion Forum Initial
Answer

Discussion Forum
Response
Upload Sample File
Module 8 is open

Dec 13

Module 8 Begins
Submit Prolegomena
Summary to Discussion
Forum

Module 8 Reading Report
Vyhmeister Chapters 21,
22

Discussion Forum

Discussion Forum
Response
Module 6 is open

Jan 10

Submit Final Prolegomena
Summary for grading
Submit Final Devotional for
Grading

Submit Showers Reading
Report

FINAL EXAM must be
completed by 5:00 PM
Friday.
You have one hour to take
this test. You may only
open this test once. This is
an open book and open
notes test.

